Louisiana Research on Foreign Language Study and Academic Achievement

Louisiana studies show foreign language students outperform their non-language peers on standardized test measures.

•Bureau of Accountability (1984)

•Eileen Rafferty (1986)

•Mic Lang (1990)

•Taylor-Ward (2003)

The LDE, Bureau of Accountability (1984) conducted a study comparing the attainment rates and scores of 2nd, 3rd & 4th grade foreign language and non-foreign language students in reading, writing and math.  It reported the number and percent of students reaching and not reaching a 75% performance standard on the Louisiana Basic Skills Testing Program during the 1983-84 school year.  In each instance, FL students significantly outperformed non-foreign language students by 2-6 percentage points. 
Rafferty (1986) compared the 1985 basic skills Language Arts and Mathematics test scores of 13,200 randomly selected Louisiana 3rd, 4th, & 5th graders who did vs. did not study a foreign language.  Both groups were matched for race, sex, and grade level.   Significant differences appeared across all grades in Language Arts, with FL students scoring higher than non-foreign language students.  By the fifth grade—this advantage was more than doubled in favor of the foreign language group.  For math, however, 4th grade foreign language students showed some disadvantages, but by 5th grade, they performed better than the non-foreign language students.  

Lang (1990) explored the relationship of foreign language in the elementary school (FLES) study on English language achievement on the norm-referenced California Achievement tests.   He compared the performance of approximately 51,000 4th  grade, 43,000 6th grade & 27,000 9th  grade FLES students to that of similar numbers of non-FLES students to determine whether students with various lengths of foreign language exposure perform differently on tests of English language skills. Separate analyses were conducted for students performing on grade level and above grade level. The results showed that FLES students scored significantly higher on ELA and reading tests as compared to non-FLES students whether they were functioning at grade-level or not.   

Taylor-Ward (2003) examined whether foreign language study on the part of first-year 3rd grade foreign language students who continue their foreign language study through and including the 5th grade in Louisiana public schools contributes to their academic achievement in subject areas tested on the Iowa Tests of Basic Skills and the LEAP 21.  The findings indicate that the FL students statistically significantly outperformed their non-foreign language counterparts on every subtest of the LEAP 21 test and were more successful passing this test.  Moreover, FL students statistically significantly outperformed their non-language peers on the language portion of the 5th grade ITBS.

