2006 FLAP Recipients
Four states – North Carolina, Ohio, Wisconsin and Wyoming – received funding from the federal Foreign Language Assistance Program (FLAP) for State Education Agency (SEA) projects.  Their FLAP project abstracts are included below.

NORTH CAROLINA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION

Type of Program: FLAP-SEA

Title of Program: Development of Online Mandarin Chinese Courses

Language: Chinese

Schools: Public High Schools of North Carolina

Grade Levels: 9-12

Total Number of Students: 



Year One: Course being developed



Year Two Pilot:  Maximum of 25 students



Year Three Pilot: Maximum of 25 students



 Year Three: Additional sections of Level I – at least but not limited to one  

                                       section with a maximum of 25 students per section

Partners:  Technology Division of the North Carolina Department of Public Instruction


      LEARN NC 

                  Virtual Public School

                   Duke University


       LEAs in North Carolina

Project Description:

In North Carolina, the Chinese language has become a major focus because of the national attention on critical languages, the impact China has had on the state economy, and the influx of Chinese speakers in the state. For the 2005-2006 school year, North Carolina had approximately 200 students enrolled in Chinese instruction. The need for additional Chinese language and culture instruction is recognized, but only larger school districts are able to justify the start up costs for a new program. Many districts are looking to begin Chinese programs, but do not have the enrollment numbers to employ a teacher full time, and part time instructors do not always lead to sustainability of programs. The additional challenge is locating qualified Chinese instructors who meet the state and federal guidelines for licensure. The districts have also looked to the state distance-learning providers, and have discovered there is not a Chinese online course available that would meet the state high school graduation requirement. The North Carolina Department of Public Instruction enrolled students statewide in either French, German, Latin or Spanish online instruction in 2005-2006, but the multiple requests for Chinese instruction this year has made locating a quality Chinese course a priority in order to meet the demand. North Carolina has 115 school districts and statewide access to critical languages instruction is of major concern.

The purpose of this project is to create Level I and Level II Mandarin Chinese Language and Culture online courses as follows:

1. Develop Levels I and II curriculum for Chinese Language and Culture in180/45 minute units to allow for the flexibility of yearlong or block schedule online course delivery

2. Develop model Chinese Language and Culture online courses with emphasis on:

· language production appropriate for beginning high school students

· literacy instruction using appropriate traditional and simplified characters

· exploration of contemporary and historical Chinese culture 

3. Identify and incorporate appropriate technology available for:

· students to send written and oral assignments to instructor and for instructor to provide feedback in appropriate time frame

· synchronous and asynchronous conversations with online classmates, conversation coaches and instructor several times a week

4. Incorporate LinguaFolio, an ongoing formative assessment tool developed by a five-state consortium of state foreign language supervisors and based upon the European Language Portfolio, so that the students can record and reflect on their language learning and guide the teacher in making informed instructional decisions and show student progress in learning Chinese

5. Pilot both courses and revise same for statewide implementation based on student evaluations, observations and outside evaluator reports

As a result of the proposed project, we will increase the statewide access to a quality two-level standards-based Mandarin Chinese language and culture program for our students at the high school level. In addition, the Level I course could be adapted for use at the middle school level.

Contact Information:

Ms. Helga Fasciano
Second Language Consultant

919-807-3865

hfascian@dpi.state.nc.us

OHIO DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION (ODE)
Type of Program

FLAP-SEA

Title of Program

Ohio Foreign Language Assistance Program: Content-Based, K-6 Chinese Curriculum

Language

Mandarin Chinese
Grade Levels

K-6

Schools and Partners (support letters on file)
· The National East Asian Languages Resource Center and National Security Education Program Chinese Program at The Ohio State University

· The East Asian Study Center, a federally-funded Title VI Center at The Ohio State University

· The Chinese Language Association of Secondary-Elementary Schools (CLASS)

· Columbus Public Schools, Cincinnati Public Schools-Academy of World Languages, Shaker Heights City Schools, Tipp City Exempted Village Schools, Chagrin Falls Exempted Village Schools, Belpre City Schools, and Beavercreek City Schools
· Ohio Contemporary Chinese School (Weekend school of the Heritage Chinese Community School)
· The Ohio Foreign Language Association (OFLA)

Total Number of Students

Target Number: 2,000 during the pilot year
Project Description
The Ohio Department of Education (ODE) seeks funding to establish, improve, and expand the teaching of Chinese through the development of a K-6 Mandarin Chinese curriculum. In partnership with experts in Chinese language, culture, and pedagogy from within and beyond Ohio, ODE will lead the writing of a content-based elementary Chinese curriculum based on Ohio’s K-12 Foreign Language Academic Content Standards. These state standards build upon national standards and provide grade-level indicators in addition to benchmarks at grades four, eight, and 12. The goals of this project are to:

· Increase the number of elementary Chinese language programs in Ohio. 

· Develop a common, content-based, K-6 Chinese curriculum for use in Ohio and beyond.

· Create a state network of elementary through post-secondary Chinese language educators and programs.

The project objectives are to:

· Craft a common, content-based, K-6 Mandarin Chinese curriculum
· Create research-based professional development modules and train teachers in the pilot programs

· Pilot the content-based, K-6 Mandarin Chinese curriculum in six geographically and socio-economically diverse schools.

The project writing team will consult existing elementary foreign language curriculum documents and assessments. The resulting Chinese curriculum will be evaluated for age- and cognitive appropriateness; achievability within the time frame; ability to clearly guide instruction; flexibility to allow for teacher creativity; and potential to foster measurable language proficiency of students. 

Once the curriculum has been created, the writing team members will collaborate with the ODE to create and deliver summer professional development for the teachers who will implement the curriculum. The goals for professional development include understanding the theoretical underpinnings of second language acquisition and creating a venue to try out research-based best practices for the teaching of Chinese. A virtual community will provide ongoing support and idea exchange for teachers developing the training modules and for those implementing the curriculum. It will also establish the means to build a permanent, statewide network of affiliated educators and programs. Effectiveness of this professional development will be measured via surveys, classroom observation, and self-report data. 
Six geographically and socio-economically diverse sites will field test the content-based Mandarin curriculum. The ODE has identified rural, suburban, and urban districts to pilot the Mandarin program in their elementary schools. Feedback from these pilot sites will enable project writers to revise the curriculum for wider distribution. Multiple technologies that support curriculum and professional development, instruction, and assessment will be employed to enhance the writing and evaluation phases of the project as well as the teaching, learning, and assessment of Chinese in the pilot schools. 
It is important to note that fiscal oversight and a strong evaluative component are embedded throughout the entire project to ensure adherence to budget and the overall success of the project.
Contact Information

Project Director:
Deborah W. Robinson, Ph.D.

E-mail:


debbie.robinson@ode.state.oh.us

Telephone:

614-995-0232
WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION
Foreign Language Assistance Program – State Educational Agencies
Critical Language Fellows
Collaboration for Preparing Teachers, Planning with Districts, and Supporting Students

Languages:  Mandarin Chinese and Arabic

Schools:  Elementary Schools, Middle Schools, Senior High Schools, Grades K-12; by the end of the grant period serving approximately 1800 students in 15 new world language programs in Mandarin Chinese and Arabic.

Partners:  Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction (WDPI) in collaboration with 40 LEAs, Departments of Education in neighboring Midwest states, University of Wisconsin-Madison, Concordia Language Villages, and community ethnic organizations serving heritage speakers of Mandarin Chinese and Arabic.

Project Description:

This Critical Language Fellows project will bring languages of critical need to more public schools in Wisconsin and to neighboring Midwest states through collaboration for preparing teachers, planning with districts, and supporting students.  WDPI is committed to correcting the current situation of having only four programs of Chinese and no programs of Arabic in Wisconsin’s public schools and to advancing the language proficiency of students who are heritage speakers of Chinese and Arabic.  

Preparing Teachers:  This project will name Critical Language Fellows through a competitive process available to a widely diverse group of potential candidates and prepare them to be highly-qualified teachers by developing pathways for certification in collaboration with other Midwest states.  In years one and two, the Fellows will prepare to teach Mandarin; in year three the Fellows will prepare to teach Arabic.  Five components will provide the 40 Fellows with teaching skills and knowledge:

1.
Two-week seminar at Concordia Language Villages, linking theory, observation, and practice through team-teaching;

2. 
Two-week training at University of Wisconsin-Madison, expanding background in pedagogy and second language acquisition, plus planning and teaching a one-week unit to K-12 students at a Language Academy;

3. 
Ongoing learning, reflection, and action research via moderated online discussion and mentoring throughout the first year of teaching;

4. 
Three weekend workshops during the first year of teaching, located at regional sites connected via technology, immersing the Fellows in teaching strategies and their action research; and

5. 
A second summer of professional development at both Concordia Language Villages and University of Wisconsin-Madison, totaling four weeks.

Planning with Districts:  This project will develop new Mandarin Chinese programs by planning with districts, and then apply lessons learned with Mandarin to begin new programs in Arabic.  WDPI will offer competitive Critical Language Fellow Grants each year to five districts to begin new programs, with a competitive priority to begin instruction in elementary grades.  Districts will commit to matching the grant funds and budgeting to cover specific costs for the professional development of the Fellows teaching in their school(s).  WDPI will conduct workshops to help LEAs plan collaboratively the development of their critical language programs.

Supporting Students:  This project will address the unique needs of students who are heritage speakers of Mandarin and Arabic in Wisconsin’s schools.  Members of the heritage speaking community will be trained to coach students to use and improve their language skills by conducting interviews, doing research, or presenting information as part of curriculum-connected projects.  The language coaches will evaluate students’ language proficiency, collected in a LinguaFolio, and combine this evidence with nationally-validated assessments (Oral Proficiency Interviews, the Standards-Based Measurement of Proficiency, and Writing Proficiency Tests) to award high school language course credit. During the project period, four LEAs will be awarded grants to pilot this process. The goal is to preserve and enhance the valuable language resources these students possess in Mandarin Chinese and Arabic, rather than lose them.
As a result of these efforts, these program objectives will be achieved:

Objective A:  Increase supply of highly qualified teachers of critical languages (tiered approach beginning with Mandarin Chinese, followed by Arabic) to meet the needs of Midwest states. 

Objective B:  Increase the number of LEAs providing instruction in Mandarin Chinese and Arabic as a world language.

Objective C:  Model the use of performance assessment of language learners to support the improvement of language proficiency of heritage speaking students in grades K-12, through school-based projects coached and evaluated by members of the native language community.  After the pilot period with heritage speakers of Mandarin Chinese, implement for Arabic.

Objective D:  Create a consortium of collaborating partners to implement a competency-based teacher certification model for Mandarin Chinese (and Arabic) language teaching.

Contact Project Director:

Paul Sandrock, World Languages Education

Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction

608-266-3079

s.paul.sandrock@dpi.state.wi.us

WYOMING DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

The Wyoming Middle-School Articulation Project

Language: Spanish

Schools:  49 elementary schools in twelve school districts scattered throughout Wyoming.

Grade Levels:  primary emphasis on grades 7-8 with planned effects on grades 9-12.

Total Number of Students Served:  approximately 8,000 
The Wyoming Department of Education- in collaboration with the twelve (12) school districts in the state’s K-6 language program- proposes to build upon the $5 million project funded by the Wyoming Legislature to introduce early language learning into fifty elementary schools in the state. As the estimated 10,000 children in the project enter middle school there is great concern that their learning will come to an abrupt halt because of a critical lack of middle-school programs​​–and especially standards-based, content-based middle-school programs​– in the state. 

 The consortium proposes to develop, pilot, and share nationally a curriculum and curricular products that will continue the standards-based, content-based learning in which these children have been learning. The curriculum and materials will be appropriate to the language proficiency and the cognitive development of middle-school students who began language study in kindergarten and will be linked to and reinforce the content of other content areas such as math, science, and social studies where appropriate and realistic.


The project will build an infrastructure of lead teachers who will work with state department and university staff to provide job-embedded, substantive professional development to enable secondary teachers to implement the new curriculum. Teachers will have multiple opportunities to improve their own language skills as well as learn how to offer students who began their language study in kindergarten a seamless transition from elementary to secondary school. The majority of the professional development, including mentoring and cohort study groups and discussions, will be delivered via the state’s interactive video system, allowing easy access and active participation for teachers. The project will rely heavily on on-going performance assessments and resulting data on student learning in the design, piloting, and revision of the curriculum and curricular materials developed. 
Contact Information:
Ann Tollefson
231 E. 10th Street

Casper, WY 82601

TEL. (307) 234-9684   FAX (307) 234-9689
tollefson.ann@gmail.com
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